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Shark sightings more frequent in Central Coast waters
Catherine Borgeson
C A T H E R IN E B O R G E S O N .M D ^ G M A IL .C O M
Agriculture business senior Lucas 
Lansi and his roommate arrived at 
Spyglass Park, Shell Beach around 
noon on Wednesday, O ct. 27. As 
usual, they checked the surf, fas­
tened their leashes and headed for 
the waves.
Unbeknownst to the two surf­
ers, a white shark swam close to the 
shore as they paddled out. Lansi 
was within arms’ reach o f the 6 to 
8 Icet long white shark, 30 minutes 
later.
“As we were paddling out we saw 
a dead seal with its head chopped 
ort,” Lanci said, “dhat was an eerie 
and foreboding sign so my friend 
and 1 kept our eye on the horizon 
for signs o f fins. About a half hour 
later we were sitting out there and a 
great white shark was literally four 
feet away from me. It was looking 
at us and turned around. By that 
moment both of us turned around 
and paddled as fast as we could and
headed to the beach. It was intense. 
I’ve been close to sharks before, but 
never a shark that could actually re­
ally hurt me. It was pretty scary.” 
Lansi isn’t the only beachgoer 
that has seen a white shark recently. 
According to ll tc  Laguna Beach 
Independent, there was an unusual 
amount o f adult white shark sight­
ings, sized about 16 to 18 feet in 
length, 1,000 yards off o f Sunset 
Beach in Santa Monica in August.
Even more recently, 1 ucas Ran­
som, a University of C'alifornia, 
Santa Barbara student, died from 
an alleged white shark attack while 
surfing at Surf Beach near Lompoc. 
Mis death was the 12th fatal shark 
att.ack in California since 1050, ac­
cording to C^alifornia Department 
o f Fish and Game records.
Despite only 12 shark attack 
deaths in California over the past 
60  years, encounters with white 
sharks around Central C'oast waters 
have recently increased.
Scientists and experts have dif-
see Shark, page 2
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A white shark at Año Nuevo Island, C^if. bites a sea lion that had already been stricken. A large adult female white shark ‘ 
of 18-20 feet long can consume a 500 pound sea lion in just several passes. The large sharks routinely kill and consume 
adult elephant seals well over 1,000 pounds. Van Sommeran said.
Prop. 19 defeat gets a variety of reactions Engineering department
Mustang Daily Staff Report
M U S T A N G D A IL Y ^ G M A IL .C O M
The mid-term election 
held on Tuesday 
b r o u g h t
PAUL LACHINE NEWSART
about varied reactions from Cal 
Poly students.
Some were hoping 
Proposition 19 would pass, 
others stood firmly against 
it. Some voters were re­
lieved Proposition 23 fell 
through; others wished it 
would have stocid. Some 
were apathetic with the 
results; many were not 
surprised.
The Republicans did not 
gain a majority in the Sen­
ate. Democrats retained 51 
seats to save their majority. 
Republicans have 47  seats. 
The G O P does have control 
o f the House o f Represen­
tatives though.
Civil engineering .senior 
Bill Steen said he thinks it 
will be interesting to see 
how the Republicans and 
the Democrats work to­
gether.
“We have a Re­
publican House while 
the Senate —  which 
makes the final deci­
sion —  is held by the
Democrats," Steen said. “I’m curi­
ous how they’ll work together."
Steen is ni)t alone; others are 
wondering the same. According 
to C N N , Democratic Party chair­
man Tim Kaine .said, “Maybe it 
is a message from the American 
public. We’ve got a Democrat in 
the W hite Hoilse. We’ll have a 
majority Republican governors. 
We’ll have a Democratic Senate 
(and) Republican House. Every­
body’s got to work together,"
Other results o f the elections 
weren’t surprising for .some vot­
ers.
“As far as Proposition 19 goes, 
I’m not that surprised," Steen 
said. “It was the first time it was 
proposed so I didn’t really think it 
would pass.”
Electrical engineering .senior 
Lee Tolentino agrees.
“I’m not surprised on Prop 19 
because more people are against 
legalizing marijuana," Tolentino 
said. “1 think a big reason why 
is because it would involve more
see Reactions, page 3
recieves ABET recognition
Amanda Sedo
A M A N U A SF D O .M D ^ > M A I1 ..C O M
The College o f Engineering re­
ceived recognition at the 2010 Ac­
creditation Board for Engineering 
and Technology (ABET) sympo­
sium for its a.s.sessment techniques 
and evaluation reports utilized by 
the ABET for ongoing accredita­
tion.
In April 2010, 10 degree pro­
grams in the College o f Engineer­
ing received reaccreditation. One 
additional program, software engi­
neering, received its first accredita­
tion since the major was established 
in 2003.
The 10 programs that received 
reaccreditation were aerospace 
engineering, civil engineering, 
computer engineering, computer 
science, electrical engineering, en­
vironmental engineering, indus­
trial engineering, manufacturing
engineering, materials engineering 
and mechanical engineering.
Receiving accreditation from 
ABET is not an easy task —  it re­
quires ongoing internal reports by 
C2al Poly professors and deans as well 
as a campus visit by a group of evalu­
ators. According to a Cal Poly press 
relea.se, group o f evaluators return to 
campus every six years in order for 
the accreditation to be renewed.
“I know our professor talked about 
all the difrerent things that they had 
to do (to be accredited) . . .  there’s a 
rigorous set o f things and procedures 
we must follow," said software engi­
neering senior Issa Araj.
Fred DePiero, the associate dean 
o f the college, confirmed that the 
procedures for accreditation are not 
an easy task, but Cal Poly’s College 
o f Engineering has done some o f  the 
best “self-studies” in the nation.
“Our reports were brought to a
see Engineering page 3
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terent theories about why there is 
a perceived increase o f white shark 
activity. However, there is one fac­
tor that experts, surfers and water 
enthusiasts alike seem to agree on 
—  if choosing to go in the water, 
it is important to he aware of the 
surroundings.
California Department o f Fish 
and Game environmental scientist 
iMichael Harris said there has been 
an increase in white shark activity. 
Harris has been working with sea 
otters,' including those killed by 
sharks, for 19 years. Ihere was a rise 
in dead shark-bitten otters from 
July to September, he said.
For the past 10 years, the aver­
age number o f  otter-bitten carcasses 
washed up on shore in the Morro 
Bay-Pismo Beach area was seven. 
This August it was 19.
“W hite sharks do not usually eat 
sea otters,” Harris said. “They prefer 
seals and sea lions. This is why most 
o f those otters only had a single bite 
mark. These bites are more investi­
gative —  like a taste test.”
Harris said he thinks the in­
crease o f bitten otters might have 
increased because there arc more 
juvenile sharks in the area that arc 
“taste testing” different prey. It 
could also be due to cooler ocean
responsible for the 19 bitten otters, 
Van Sommeran said.
“The random increase o f dead 
otters was relatively centralized; it 
wasn’t up and down the coast,” Van 
Sommeran said. “I’m speculating, 
bur since it was a relatively confined 
area, 1 could see one shark hanging 
out in that area biting otters as it 
cruised up and down the kelp beds 
looking for a suitable harbor seal to 
bite.”
V'an vSommeran and his ream 
started to tag white sharks in 1992, 
and around 170 white sharks have 
been tagged. It is almost impossible 
to generalize the behaviors o f white 
sharks because so much is unknown 
about the species, he said. Scien­
tists still do not know where white 
sharks mate or where they have 
their pups.
It wasn’t until a decade ago that 
scientists and researchers were able 
to observe the migration routes o f 
white sharks and much is still un­
known about their population.
“I think people have a hard time 
accurately describing white sharks 
and their so-called methods o f 
predator strategics because so much 
about the sharks isn’t well known,” 
Van Sommeran said. “Just 10 years 
ago, conventional theories o f their 
migration routes and movements 
were totally wrong so I ’m not com­
pletely convinced that there aren’t a 
lot o f  other mysteries about them.
term s w ith the fact that 
’^ fh e re , that theyVe always 
been there and don’t be dl^kieid 
if  you see one or hear aboitf one.
—  Sean Van Sommeran
Founder of the Pdagic Shark Research Foundation
temperatures which are ideal for 
white sharks, Harris said.
Other experts have different the­
ories about the spike in shark-bitten 
otters.
Sean Van Sommeran, the found­
er o f the Pelagic Shark Research 
Foundation (PSRF), has been 
working with white sharks for 20 
years. The PSRF has gathered data 
and observed open water sharks 
since 1990.
One white shark could have been
It tends to make generalities diffi­
cult.”
Van Sommeran said the frequent 
shark sightings do not prove an in­
crease in the white shark population 
in California.
The research findings done by 
some pelagic experts shows that the 
population o f white sharks has been 
relatively stable in California be­
cause o f the wealth o f marine mam­
mals, Van Sommeran .said.
Some suggest the rising num­
'  CO U RTESY PH O TO  O F SEAN VAN SOM M ERAN
The Pelagic Shark Research Foundation crew observe one o f the tagged white sharks at Año Nuevo Island, Calif.
ber o f shark sightings is less about 
the shark population but rather 
an increase o f people in the ocean. 
Increased use o f digital media and 
camera phones might also contrib­
ute to the documentation o f white 
sharks.
Others argue that the increased 
numbers o f juvenile white sharks 
accidentally caught in fishing nets 
is indicative to an increased num­
ber o f white sharks. According to 
the Committee on the Status o f En­
dangered Wildlife, more than 400 
white sharks a year have fallen vic­
tim to “bycatch” —  when sharks arc 
accidentally caught with other fish 
in commercial nets.
However, Van Sommeran said 
the increased number o f caught 
white sharks is not evidence o f a rise 
in the white shark population, but 
rather that fishing pressures have 
increased.
“More juvenile white sharks are 
being caught because there arc more 
nets,” Van Sommeran said. “There 
are actually some aquariums that 
offer rewards for fishermen to catch 
white sharks. There’s another inter­
est group that keeps talking about 
white shark increase and that's the 
game fisherman. If they could get 
people to be scared o f the sharks 
and convince people that there’s 
too many o f them and get them de­
listed, then they’d be able to go and 
capture the big sharks and make the 
big money.”
Despite speculation, experts 
and water enthusiasts alike advise 
to take caution when going in the 
ocean.
“We go up to seal colonics and 
Boat lures in order to tag sharks and 
sometimes can’t find any," Van Som­
meran said. “You could go to shark 
central and not find any sharks but 
then go to a lone surf spot and run 
into one by accident. It’s just one of 
those random types o f things. W ith 
that in mind, I always say be pre­
pared. Come to terms with the fact 
that they’re there, that they’ve always 
been there and don’t be shocked if 
you see one or hear about one.”
Harris also encourages people to 
remain aware o f the marine envi­
ronment.
“Every time you get in the wa­
ter, you arc entering part o f the 
food chain, it just depends If you 
arc going to feel the effects o f it,” 
Harris said. “I sec the dead otters 
and I know the data, but I still surf 
and dive. There are times I am more 
hesitant. At the peak, in August, 
I stayed out o f the water for two 
weeks, which is a really long time 
for me.”
Architectural engineering senior 
David Martin has been surfing for
four years and for the most part, 
will choose to go in the water any­
time o f the year.
“I like to think the statistics are 
on my side,” Martin said. “It’s a 
hundred times more likely to be.hit 
by a car than attacked by a shark. 
That being said, they (sharks) arc 
still out there. I just don’t think 
about it. The more you surf, the less 
you care. You sec dolphins and seals 
all the time.”
It is more likely to get stuck by 
lightning than mauled by a shark, 
according to the Florida Museum 
o f Natural History’s International 
Shark Attack File. From 1959-2009  
almost 2 ,000  people were killed by 
lightning in U.S. coastal states ver­
sus 23 shark attack deaths.
Land, who has been surfing for 
12 years, will continue to do so de­
spite surfing four feet away from a 
white shark last week.
“I’m still going to surf, I didn't 
surf this weekend because I was a 
little spooked but other than that 
1 will definitely go surfing again,” 
Land said. “Maybe I ’ll think twice 
when there’s nobody else out there, 
for the most part I’m not too wor­
ried about it. It’s just the nature o f 
the beast. I f  you want to go surfing, 
you’re going to have to take those 
really, really small chances and I ’m 
willing to do that for sure.”
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3 news
study groups help students succeed
Russell Peterson
SPECIAL TO  TH E MUSTANG DAILY
The College o f Science and Math­
ematics put $200,000 into Student 
Academic Services to increase the 
number o f study session opportuni­
ties available for Cal Poly students. 
The study sessions help new stu­
dents get their bearings in early col­
lege courses and teach them to study 
successfully.
“The College o f Science and 
Math is the foundation of a poly­
technic institution,” said Philip 
Bailey, dean o f the College o f Sci­
ence and Mathematics. “We feel a 
particular responsibility to get new 
students off to a good start and that 
means helping them learn how to 
study.”
The study sessions help students 
learn how to reach their potential 
because they arc interacting with 
peers and asking each other ques­
tions, instead o f just sitting in their 
dorms memorizing material, said 
Don Rawlings, chair and professor 
o f the mathematics department.
“People at different levels arc able 
to help each other learn,” Rawlings 
said. “We are really making an effort 
to make this an option for as many 
students as possible.”
The push to expand the num­
ber o f study groups has created 
118 groups that are coordinated by 
Student Academic Services. At the 
same time last year, there were 81, 
an increase o f 43 percent, said 
study sessions
dinator William Sydnor.
In the study sessions, students 
study material from a class in the 
company o f peers. A facilitator hired 
by Student Academic Services helps 
guide the group and answers ques­
tions they have, Sydnor said.
“When I need further help on 
homework or when I’m studying for 
a test, it’s really nice to be able to 
go to my study session and ask fel­
low students,” said Raana Radfar, a 
Math 141 study group member and 
architectural engineering freshman.
The facilitators are upper divi­
sion students from the College of 
Science and Mathematics or the 
College of Engineering. They must 
have a grade point average o f 3.0 
and need to have demonstrated pro­
ficiency in the area o f study to be 
recruited, Sydnor said.
The leaders also need to possess 
the ability to work well with people, 
said mathematics senior Ryan Mil­
hous, a Math 141 group leader.
“I try to make it so that it’s an 
environment that they want to 
come to and ask each other ques­
tions about math,” Milhous said. 
“It also helps them to see some­
one like me having a positive at­
titude about math and enjoying
•  M
I t .
The math and science classes 
that are supplemented by study 
groups are
Z
2
chosen based on student perfor­
mance, Sydnor said.
“We did some studies and found 
there arc some classes people tend 
to struggle with,” Sydnor said. “We 
look for courses that have 20 per­
cent o f students receiving ‘D ’ or ‘F’ 
grades annually. We make study ses­
sions available for those classes.”
But study groups are not exclu­
sively for students who are strug­
gling to earn good grades. Study 
groups are for any student who feels 
they could use some additional help 
in adjusting to the demands o f col­
lege courses, Bailey said.
“We want to cut down on ‘D ’ and 
‘F’ rates, but supplemental instruc­
tion is not just for students who are 
not doing well,” Bailey said. “These 
study groups help students adjust to 
college and reach their potential in 
any class.”
If the expansion of supplemen­
tary instruction has a positive effect 
on students, Bailey said the college 
would make it a permanent part of 
the College o f Science and Math­
ematics’ budget.
“We have to remember our 
priorities and one of our priorities 
is to give every Cal Poly student 
the math and science classes they 
need,” Bailey said. “Another is we 
need to guide them to be successful 
in those classes so they can graduate 
and supplementary instruction can 
help us achieve this.”
BARRIE MACGUIRE NEWSART
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nationwide conference and we had 
a total o f six shown,” DePiero said. 
“Only a couple o f other universi­
ties had multiple reports shown and 
there were 20 total.”
These reports are viral to the re- 
accreditation o f the engineering pro­
grams.
“The reports are basically a six- 
year summary of everything,” DePi­
ero said. “Some programs put ques­
tions on exams to be used for the 
report, others make a special exam 
or even use senior projects and sur­
veys as means o f assessing student 
success.”
Once the reports have been as­
sembled, the ABET decides whether 
or not to recognize the programs 
with its stamp of approval as stated 
in the press release.
Tfiis year with the approval o f the 
software engineering program, many 
students are pleased to be a part o f 
an accredited program.
“A lot o f people don’t see the dif­
ference between computer science 
and software engineering,” Araj said. 
“But now this major will get more
recognition.
For many students in the engi- 
neerii^ fields, accreditation o f their 
programs could make the difference 
in whether or not they receive jobs 
after graduation.
“It definitely gives students better 
opportunity for jobs,” DePiero said.
In order to get a professional li­
cense in some fields, it is required 
to have a degree from an accredited 
program, said Anthony Bonilla, an 
environmental engineering senior.
“Employers prefer it and it is 
absolutely required for some o f the 
civil engineers and others like that,” 
DePiero said.
Engineering majors who become 
professional engineers will find it 
useful to have a degree from an ac­
credited program under their belt.
“Being in an accredited program 
definitely gives us a leg up,” Bonilla 
said. “I definitely believe that em­
ployers might look down on a de­
gree that wasn’t from an accredited 
program.”
Not only are accredited programs 
vital to current students and their 
professional futures, but they are 
also meaningful for recent graduates 
and alumni.
“It is important to graduates for
their resumes and also important 
to alumni for maintaining the im­
portance o f their degree, as well as 
industry contacts and relations,” De­
Piero said. “I f  all o f a sudden we lost 
our accreditation (everyone) would 
be upset that we dropped the ball.”
The reports and accreditation are 
an ongoing process o f monitoring 
students, DePiero said. They show 
that the programs are making con­
tinuous improvements in their re­
spective departments.
But DePiero made it clear that 
these accreditations do not just affect 
the College o f Engineering.
“It speaks not only o f our engi­
neering programs but o f the institu­
tion as a whole,” DePiero said.
Cal Poly Housing 
Corporation’s Annual 
Audit has been completed 
for FY 2009-10.
Copies are available to the 
Public at the Corporation 
Administration Building 15.
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In contrast, business adminis­
tration freshman Madison G il­
liland was surprised that Propo­
sition 19 did not pass.
“It makes me wonder how 
much o f the younger population 
actually turned out to vote,” she
said.
The fight over Proposition 23 
sparked a variety o f reactions as 
well.
Earth sciences senior Emmet 
Woods lobbied against Proposition 
23. He campaigned for more than 
60 hours to get students to vote no 
on Proposition 23 and is relieved 
his hard work paid off.
“It’s good to feel like I made an
-V-
A lcohqiis m uch m ore dangerous 
than nurijuana and yet iOcohol 
is still legal. “I ^
—  Mary Eanes
Nurse practitioner at the (Compassionate Care Clinic
said.
Environmental management 
and protection junior Jason 
Slamovich said being a “young” 
voter can be a challenge.
“I think it's hard to get a 
good understanding about the 
issues,” Slamovich said. “You 
only hear the popular beliefs, 
not both sides.”
Business administration 
sophomore Suzanne Chong was 
disappointed to hear the propo­
sition had been defeated.
“Legalizing marijuana would 
bring in money for Califor­
nia and help with the deficit,” 
Chong said. “I also think police 
attention should be on larger 
crimes than using marijuana.” 
The Compassionate Care 
Clinic in San Luis Obispo is a 
local medical marijuana dispen­
sary. Mary Eanes is a nurse prac­
titioner and physician’s assistant 
at the clinic. She said the gov­
ernment needs to find a way to 
legalize and regulate marijuana.
“Alcohol is much more dan­
gerous than marijuana and yet 
alcohol is still legal,” Eanes
impact,” Woods said. “It seemed so 
many things in the election overall 
went the way I did not want them 
to go, but with Prop 23, it did go 
the way 1 campaigned."
Gilliland felt differently about 
the opposition o f Proposition 23.
“As a business major, I wanted 
Prop 23 to pass because business 
owners have a lot o f cost to swal­
low with the bad economy,” she 
said. “More and more businesses 
will leave if they have to comply 
with more and more restrictions 
and California needs the jobs they 
offer. I’m not against clean air but 
we should be a place to be able to 
afford it.”
Reactions varied about election 
outcomes among Cal Poly alumni 
as well. Alumnus David Cooper 
thinks the best way to react to the 
election is to wait and see.
“I hope we don’t have to suffer 
through two more years o f grid­
lock, but I'm trying to maintain an 
open outlook and see how it goes,” 
Cooper said.
Catherine Borgeson and  Erin Hurley 
contributed to this article.
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Changes in national environmental policy expected in near future
Renee Schoof
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS
With Republicans in control o f the 
House of Representatives next year, 
Obama administration officials arc 
likely to be grilled often on environ­
mental decisions —  from the deep­
water drilling moratorium to restric­
tions on protected Western lands.
A special House panel on global 
warming probably will be axed. Ef­
forts to block the Environmental Pro­
tection Agency (EPA) from reducing 
air and carbon pollution are likely. 
There s no chance for a grand scheme 
to require cuts in emissions o f heat­
trapping gases, something President 
Barack Obama acknowledged in a
press conference on Wednesday.
Still, polls have shown that Amer­
icans by a large majority favor clean 
energy over produce jobs and reduce 
pollution. While the likely new chair­
men haven’t given many specifics yet 
about their plans, Obama and others 
see possibilities for some action on 
clean energy.
For example, there’s some Repub­
lican support for ideas like a renew­
able electricity standard, which would 
require a percentage o f electricity to 
be generated from renewable sources 
such as solar and wind. There also 
could be support for electric vehicles 
as a way to boost energy indepen­
dence, or for efficiency rneasures that
reduce costly energy waste.
Republicans in their energy plan 
supported making tax credits per­
manent for solar, wind and other 
renewable energy, something that 
renewable energy developers say is 
crucial for building up these energy 
sources.
Anna Aurelio o f Environment 
America, an advocacy group, said 
Congress is likely to protect federal 
subsidies for fossil fuels and nuclear 
energy. At a news conference, she 
brought, out a pair o f green plastic 
scissors and said that’s where the 
budget cuts should be.
Rep. Doc Hastings, R-Wash., is 
expected to become the new chair­
man of the Natural Resources Com­
mittee. The League of Conservation 
Voters gives him a lifetime score o f 
2 percent.
The House Energy and Com­
merce Committee leadership could 
go to Rep. Joe Bar ton o f Texas, or 
to Rep. Fred Upton o f Michigan or 
Rep. Cliff Stearns o f Florida.
Barton has said he wants the EPA 
to reconsider its plans to reduce mer­
cury, smog and other pollution from 
power plants and other sources.
Congress could also see biparti­
san efforts to block the EPA, at least 
temfjorarily, from reducing carbon 
emissions from large sources.
Obama would be able to veto
such legislation, and it is not ex­
pected that there would be enough 
votes to override him. On Wednes­
day Obama indicated he continued 
to support EPA climate action.
“The EPA is under a court order 
that says greenhouse gases are a pol­
lutant that fall under their jurisdic­
tion,” he said. “And I think one of 
the things that’s very important for 
me is not to have us ignore the sci­
ence, but rather to find ways that we 
can solve these problems that don’t 
hurt the economy (and) that encour­
age the development o f clean energy” 
in a way that creates jobs.
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‘Don’t ask, don’t tell’ likely 
to be kept under new House
Briefs
Nancy A. Youssef 
David Lightman
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS
President Barack Obama’s call on 
Congress to repeal “don’t ask, don’t 
tell” is likely to founder after key 
House members were defeated in 
Tuesday’s elections.
The House, which will be led 
by the G O P in January, is likely 
instead to push for an increase in 
the Defense Departm ent’s $708 
billion budget and may take ac­
tions to keep the military prison at 
Guantanamo Bay open and to call 
for a shift in Afghanistan strategy, 
newly empowered Republicans and 
political observers said.
Among the losers in the House 
o f Representatives were at least 10 
Democrats on the Armed Services 
Com m ittee, including Chairman 
Ike Skelton o f Missouri. Two-term 
Rep. Patrick Murphy, D-Pa., an 
Iraq war veteran who added an 
amendment to the defense appro­
priations bill that would have re­
pealed “don’t ask, don’t tell,” also 
lost.
Rep. Howard “Buck” McKeon, 
R-Calif., 72 , a nine-term veteran, 
is expected to replace Skelton as 
com m ittee chairman. Wednesday, 
McKeon called for leaving military 
spending largely intact. Previously, 
he said he favored leaving “don’t 
ask, don’t tell" on the books.
Congress could vote to repeal 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” during its 
lame-duck session, which begins 
on Nov. 15.
But a Pentagon study on the 
impact o f  the repeal, which would 
allow gays and lesbians to serve 
openly, won’t be completed un­
til Dec. 1 and many top military 
commanders are against repealing 
the ban.
“It’s hard to think o f  a Demo­
crat who wants to risk the wrath 
even though people support” re­
pealing the ban, said Lawrence 
Korb, a senior fellow at the Center 
for American Progress, a liberal re­
search group.
O nce the new Congress con­
venes in January, few expect the 
Republican House leadership to 
press the issue.
W ith the defeat o f Murphy, 
there’s also no one with the cred­
ibility to offer up a repeal effort, 
Korb said.
“I don’t think there is anyone 
else,” Korb said.
A Republican-led House is also 
likely to clash with the Obama ad­
ministration on other defense is­
sues.
McKeon has been openly criti­
cal o f the administration’s proposed 
1 percent increase in the Pentagon 
budget, calling it “a Defense De­
partment in decline.”
In a speech at the conservative 
Heritage Foundation earlier this 
year, McKeon called a proposed 
decrease in weapons acquisition 
money “a sizeable and unaccept­
able decrease.”
“One percent real growth over the 
next five years is a net cut for invest­
ment and procurement accounts,” he 
said. “Pressures on the defense bud­
get ... warrant a higher top line."
McKeon promised Wednesday 
to sustain the defense budget and 
said he intended tougher question­
ing o f the administration’s Afghan­
istan and terrorism policies.
“We must place a renewed em­
phasis on oversight,” he said.
“Our efforts will be relevant 
and directly tied to the front-line 
war fighter in Iraq and Afghani­
stan, and the protection o f the 
U.S. homeland.”
The Senate refused to take up 
the defense spending bill for fiscal 
year 201 1 , which began on O ct. 1, 
over Murphy’s amendment to re­
peal “don’t ask, don’t tell.”
Senate M ajority Leader Harry 
Reid, D-Nev., who survived a 
bruising re-election campaign, said 
Wednesday that he hopes to bring 
the legislation up for a vote during 
the lame-duck session.
However, he warned that such 
bills take a lot o f time and that it 
may not be ready before the new 
Congress convenes next year.
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SAN D IEG O  (M CT) —
A major drug tunnel has been 
discovered under the San Diego- 
Tijuana border, a roughly 1,800- 
foot passageway discovered in a 
warehouse in Otay Mesa where 
U.S. authorities seized more than 
20 tons o f marijuana, according 
to U.S. and Mexican officials.
In Mexico, army troops raided 
a warehouse in an industrial area 
that concealed the tunnel en­
trance and seized four more tons 
of dope.
The back-to-back raids oc­
curred Monday night and Tues­
day morning in an industrial area 
with a long history of activity.
'Ihe passageway, is one of the 
few unearthed in recent years that 
appears to have been fully opera­
tional.
• • •
SANTA CLARA (M CT) —
The Santa Clara County Regis­
trar o f Voters Office has increased 
the estimate of the number of 
uncounted ballots up to about 
153,000, which means a San Jose 
City Council race and other local 
elections remain in doubt.
Shortly before 12:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday spokeswoman Elma 
Rosas said there are 135,000 
mail-in ballots and 18,000 provi­
sional ballots lelt to be counted.
Rosas said the office expects 
to count 100,000 ol the mail-in 
votes by Friday afternoon, and 
the remaining 35,000 by Mon­
day. Alter all the mail-in ballots 
are counted, they will count the 
18,000 provisional ballots.
IBere is no estimate when the 
provisional ballots will be count­
ed, except that the registrar has 
28 days to complete the tabula­
tion and certify the election. The 
registrar’s office will update re­
sults at around 5 p.m. today and 
5 p.m. Friday.
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WASHINGTON D .C (M CT) —  
In the wake of congressional elec­
tions that make new government 
stimulus spending even more un­
likely, Federal Reserve policymak­
ers on Wednesday announced a 
new $600 billion bond-buying 
program to bolster the weak Amer­
ican economy and to help bring 
down the stubbornly high unem­
ployment rate.
The much-anticipated plan, 
which involves purchases o f U.S. 
Treasury bonds, was in line with 
what many analysts had expected. 
The Fed left open the possibility o f 
upping the ante, depending on the 
economic conditions.
Ilf taking this extraordinary 
step, the Fed painted a picture o f 
an economy that continued to 
grow too slowly, constrained by 
high unemployment and a de­
pressed housing market.
• • •
FLORIDA (M CT) —
The 17-year-old Florida boy who 
was arrested after the fatal Co­
lumbus Day shooting o f his friend 
faces more serious charges after a 
court appearance Wednesday.
Jose Torres o f Deerfield Beach 
was originally charged with at­
tempted manslaughter, as a juve­
nile, after the Broward County 
Sheriffs Office said he shot Antho­
ny Alejandre, 12, in the right cheek 
with a 9 mm Rugcr handgun.
Torres, a former student at 
Deerfield Beach High School, told 
investigators he didn’t think there 
was a round in the chamber when 
he aimed the gun at Alejandre and 
pulled the trigger.
Torres was arrested again Tues­
day and charged as an adult with 
manslaughter with a firearm. He 
was also charged with tampering 
with physical evidence and five 
counts o f possession o f a firearm 
by a minor.
International
PALES nNE (M CT) —
Israeli officials said Wednesday 
their forces killed a senior Palestin­
ian commander from an al-Qaida- 
affiliated Islamist group in Gaza 
Strip as he was planning a terrorist 
attack against Israeli and American 
targets in the Sinai Peninsula.
Tbe militant, identified as Mo­
hammed Jamal Al-Namnam, 25, 
was a leader o f Army of Islam, a 
fringe group in Gaza Strip that has 
claimed responsibility for recent 
rocket attacks against Israel and 
taking part in the 2006 kidnap­
ping o f Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit.
“He was a ticking bomb,” said 
Lt. Col. Avital Leibovitz, a mili­
tary spokeswoman.
Namnam was killed in a car 
explosion Wednesday outside the 
police headquarters o f Hamas, the 
armed Palestinian group that con­
trols Gaza Strip.
• • •
HAITI (M CT) —
Florida residents, churches and 
charities are scrambling to pre­
pare supplies for Haiti, as Tropical 
Storm Tomas threatens to dump 
15 inches o f rain Thursday and 
Friday on the island nation.
That could spell yet another 
disaster, as Haiti still is recovering 
from a major earthquake in Janu­
ary and a recent cholera outbreak.
On Wednesday evening, Tomas 
was in the Caribbean about 305 
miles southwest o f Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti, lumbering northwest with 
sustained winds of 45 mph. The 
threat to Florida remains mini­
mal.
Potentially, Tomas could still 
rebound into a hurricane, the Na­
tional Hurricane Center in Miami- 
Dade said, prompting Jamaica, 
the Dominican Republic, eastern 
Cuba and the southern Bahamas 
to also brace’for potentially heavy 
rains and gusty winds.
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Democrats plan to imitate the Republican 
fundraising strategy for future elections
Tom Hamburger 
Matea Gold
TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
Shaken byl'uesday’s Republican land­
slide, Democratic fundraisers who felt 
hobbled by President Barack Obamas 
hard-line opposition to third-party 
campaign spending arc now planning 
to do what outside groups did for the 
GOP —  funnel millions of dollars 
into independent political-advertising 
and voter-mobilization campaigns.
Republican-aligned groups —  in­
cluding the U.S. Chamber of Com­
merce and American Crossroads, 
the group Karl 
Rove helped ■— 
create —  raised 
tens o f millions 
of dollars to 
supptrrt GOP
outside spending would have altered 
the Democrats’ fate on political ter­
rain as challenging as 2010 with 
near-double digit unemployment, a 
moribund housing market, a feeble 
economic recovery and millions 
o f angry voters looking to make a 
change.
But campaign strategists said 
■spending by GOP allies —  often 
without disclosing the names of con­
tributors —  put more races in play 
and pushed Democrats on the defen­
sive early in the summer.
Dozens of wealthy Democrats 
are expected to debate a change in
congressional 
candidates, out- 
spending their 
D e m o c r a t i c  
counterparts by 
more than 2-io-
l. _________ _____ _
1 he cHort 
contributed to
Democratic losses in several key Sen­
ate and House races, tipping the bal­
ance in such states as Illinois, Minne- 
.sota, Pennsylvania and Florida.
“We were caught flat-footed,” said 
David Rosen, a Democratic fund- 
rai.ser based in Chicago. “There was a 
terrible naivete alsout this within the 
Democratic Part) —  and wc have to 
address it no\s.”
Some veterans o f p;tst Democratic 
fund-raising campaigns were even 
blunter, laying part of the blame on 
the Obama VC'hitc House.
“1 think a lot of people engaged 
in ‘04 and “08 got red signds from 
the White House that ‘we don’t need 
your big mone)',’” said Harold Ickes. 
who in 2004 helped raise nearly $200 
million for independent organizations 
supporting Democratic presidentid 
nominee John Kerry. .
This year, he sdd, “the non-party 
groups received no encouragement 
and, I chink, basically were reading 
the tea leaves that said ‘Wc don’t need 
your help.’ Which I chink in a fist- 
ftghc —  and this a brutd ftstftght that 
will go into 2012 —  was a very big 
mistake.”
There’s no guarantee that lavish
W e’ve been a little overly purist 
in our approach in a way that 
we’re maybe paying a political
price for.
—  Steve Phillips
l eader, I’owcrI‘ac.ur{> .idvcxacy grotip
their approach later this mtmth in 
Washington during a meeting of De- 
miKracy Alliance, an organization of 
more than 100 liberal donors set up 
severd years ago to help the left build 
a long-term campaign and fiolic) in­
frastructure.
“We should certainly learn from 
what the right wing has done,” said 
Steve Phillips, who leads a C'alifoinia- 
hased ptilitical advocacy grt>up. Pov - 
crPac.org, and plans to attend the 
gathering.
“We've been a little overly purist 
in our apprtiach in a way that we're 
mashe paying a political price for.”
Ihe growing consensus among 
many party strategists that there is a 
need to create an expanded indeisen- 
dent expenditure effort for 2012 rep­
resents a rejection of (Obama’s long- 
sunding opposition to large dollar 
outside spending.
During the 2008 campaign, 
Obama condemned such indepen­
dent campaigns, even though he ben- 
eftted from many of them.
“ Wc will need a different playbook 
for 2012,” said Rob McKay, an heir to 
the Taco Bell fortune who now chairs 
the board o f the Democracy Alliance.
McKay said the current party struc­
ture is not adequate.
White House spokesman Bill 
Burton did not say whether Obama 
would support a shift in strategy, but 
stressed that die president’s priority 
was disclosure.
After a Supreme C3ourt decision in 
January made it legal for corporations 
and unions to contribute directly to 
campaign causes, Obama declared, 
“1 don’t think American elections 
should be bankrolled by America’s 
most ptiwerful interests, or worse, by 
foreign entities.”
In the run-up toT'uesday’s midterm 
elections, the White 
House lashed out at 
the U.S. Chamber 
and other tax-exempt 
groups for spending 
large donations from 
anonymous sources.
Recent court deci­
sions, combined with 
widespread voter an­
ger this election year, 
resulted in a dramatic 
increa.se in spending 
b\' Ixith parties that 
was expc*cted to reach 
a rex'ord-setting $4 billion.
Robust fundraising by DemiKrat- 
ic campaigns ,uid partv committees 
helped Dennicrats collect nearly as 
much its Republicans did overall.
But when it came lo the more 
than million sfx*nt bv outside
groups. Republicans benefited by a 
margin of two tt> one, acctirding to 
the Center for Responsive Politics.
Iherc is still debate within the 
parts’ about whether 1 )emocrats 
should set up stiff money organiza­
tions similar to the ones founded in 
part by Rove; .‘\merican C'rossroads 
and C'rossroads GPS.
Michael Vachon, an advistir to 
billionaire Cicorge Stiros, said it was a 
mistake —  practically and philo.soph- 
ically —  for the IVmtKrats to give up 
the high ground on campaign finance 
reform to compete with Republicans 
and their allies.
“Their resources will always be too 
great because the funds come from 
those who are aaing in their own 
economic scIf-interesL The way to re­
spond is to change the way campaigns 
are funded and to require public dis­
closure of funders.”
Republicans win more than 
600 races in 2010 eiection
Nicholas Riccardi
LOS ANGELES TIM ES
The massive gains by the GOP this 
election weren’t limited to congres­
sional and gubernatorial campaigns. 
Republicans won more than 600 state 
legislative races, taking control o f at 
least 18 chambers across the countiy’ 
and positioning themselves for years 
of electoral advantage through control 
of redistricting.
The G O P now holds more state 
legislative scats than it has since 1928, 
according to the National Conference 
of State l.egislaturcs. Coupled with the 
strong showing by the GOP in gover­
nors races —  the party claimed 11 new 
seats, while losing two to Democrats 
—  R<;fsublicans now hold an edge in 
the once-a-decade battle fur power 
that involves redrawing congrc.ssional 
and state legislative districTs.
This year “will go down as a defin­
ing political election that will shape 
the nation.'il political landscape for 
at least the next 10 years,” 'Pim Sto­
rey, elections specialist with the state 
legislatures conference, said in a news 
release. “The GOP ... finds itself now 
in the best position for both congres­
sional and state legislative line draw­
ing than it hits enjoyed in the modern 
era of redistricting.”
Even the DemtxTatic Ix’gislativc 
Campaign Comminee, charged with 
helping get Democrats elected to 
statehouscs, could not put much of 
a positive spin on the rc-sults. “There’s 
not a ton of gtxKl there," spt)ke>- 
woman C.aroh'n Fiddler said. “It docs 
essentially give them a leg up on the 
redistricting prtKcss.”
lul Gillespie, chairman of the D1 - 
CC's Republican counterpart, noted 
that Iscfore luesday night, Demtxnus 
had controlled 60 state chambers and 
Republicans . 6^. Now, he said. Demo­
crats arc left with 40.
Gillespie .said that 18 states will 
gain or lose seats because of popula­
tion shifts recorded in the 2010 cen­
sus, and that “Republicans now have 
majorities in 10 o f those 18 sutes.”
Republicans control the redrawing 
o f 40 o f the 70 most competitive con­
gressional distrias, Gillespie added.
Control o f a handful o f statehousc 
chambers —  including the Colorado 
House of Representatives and the 
New York and Alaska state senates —  
remained in doubt Wednesday. But
Republicans seized chambers in states 
as diverse as Maine, Wisconsin and 
North Carolina, which elected its first 
GOP Legislature since Reconstruc­
tion.
Notable was the new GOP domi­
nance in key swing states such as 
Ohio, where former Rep. John Kasich 
ousted the incumbent Democratic 
governor and the GOP, which already 
controlled the state senate, seized the 
lower house. Tlie state is expected to 
lose a seat due to census results, and 
it’s likely that Republicans will ensure 
it is a Democrat whose districT van­
ishes.
Other key Rust Belt states that are 
now completely under GOP control 
include Wi.sconsin, Michigan and 
Pennsylvania. In all three. Republicans 
t(K)k over the legislature and replaced 
a [democratic governor with one of 
their own party. ITey also won a key 
victor)’ in Florida, where they gained 
veto-proof majorities in the legislature 
while Republican businessman Rick 
Scott narrowly defeated Democratic 
State Treasurer Alex Sink for gover­
nor.
In a few .states the gubernatorial 
picture was still unsettled. In Miii- 
ne.stna, former Democratic Senauir 
Mark Dayron held a slight lead and 
a recount seemed inevitable. In (Or­
egon, Republican CTri.s Dudle\'. a 
former NBA player, also held a small 
le-ad. But the G (iP  was still elated at 
its showing.
“ Ihe Republicitns b.isically ran the 
table on governor’s races,” .said Chris 
Cjrosc, a politictd science professor at 
the University of Southern California.
But Cirose noted that some states 
do not rely .sold)' on elected rc|ire.sen- 
tarives to draw district lines. California 
voters on Tuesday approved a measure 
handing over congre-ssional redistrict­
ing to an indcqxrndcnt commission 
that already redraws state legislative 
lines. Florida voters approved an ini­
tiative to limit the way the legislature 
can redraw districts. Additionally, 
Grose said, new state l^islators and 
governors cannot feel secure in a sour 
economy that has led to a constant re­
shuffling o f political power during the 
past four years.
“As long as there is unease and 
the economy hasn’t totally recovered, 
there could be a swing in the other di­
rection,” he said.
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Word on 
the Street
What is your reaction to the 
election results?
 ^ Obama reflects on midterm elections, 
admits disconnect from American people
m «
' f f " '"»Mi«- t-
“Tm disappointed — I didn't 
really want Jerry Brown to 
win.”
—RhiaPna Topp, 
electrical engineering 
sophomore
‘Tm mostly happy al.)Out 
F'lop. 23. '
— Kevin Yamauchi. 
mechanical engineering 
senior
‘■| m happy that Prop 19 
didn't pass, but I thougtit 
Andrew Farrell would get 
elected.”
— Hope Hanselman. 
modern languages and 
literatures sophomore
m
X. \ F '
'T il! disappointed because" I 
think the Reputjlicans put out 
a lot ot misinformation.”'
- Taylor Grayfxihl, 
eiivironiriental 
nv.nnt jement ¡iinior
l i k
T p i not too disappointed. I’m 
s.iu tliat Piop 19didn't pass. 
[)ti! I understand v/hy”
- )fii Ton.
arc.hitectural engineenng 
sentnr
i i
It s nara to be di.sappointed 
si' ice I dii'tn't te<,illy like any of
tlu^ choices.
-“ James Bailey, 
industrial engii leering 
senior
Steven Thomma
M CCIATCHY N FW SrAPERS
After leading his party to the worst 
midterm drubbing in 72 years, 
President Barack Obama all but 
conceded Wednesday that he’s lost 
touch with the American people.
“There is an inherent danger in 
being in the White House and be­
ing in the bubble,” Obama said at a 
White House news conference,
“The responsibilities o f this of­
fice are so enormous, and so many 
people arc depending on what we 
do,” he added. “In the rush o f activ­
ity sometimes we lose track o f the 
ways that we connected with folks 
that got us here in the first place.”
The president appeared subdued 
and at times reflective but not out­
wardly chastened by his Democratic 
Party’s loss of at least 60 scats in the 
House o f Representatives, the worst 
loss for a president’s party since 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Democrats 
lost 71 seats in 1938.
“It feels bad,” (^bama said. He 
vowed to work with the Republi­
cans. But he suggested no change of 
course, saying the American people 
signaled their frustration Tuesday 
over the economy but brushing 
asid,p suggestions that they’d reject­
ed his policies.
“Over the last two years, we’ve 
made progress. But clearly too many 
Americans haven’t felt that progress 
yet, and they told us that yesterday. 
And, as president, I take responsi­
bility for that, ... It underscores for 
me that I’ve got to do a better job, 
just like everybody else in Washing­
ton does.”
On Capitol Hill, Republicans 
questioned whether the Democrats 
learned any lesson from Tuesday’s 
results.
Presumptive House Speaker John 
Boehner, R-Ohio, said the “reason­
able way forward” was to cut spend­
ing to 2008 levels, something the 
president signaled he’ll resist.
“The group that should hop>efuI- 
ly get the message out o f yesterday’s 
elections is our friends on the other 
side o f the aisle," said Sen. Mitch 
McC'onncll, R-Ky., his party’s lead­
er in the .Senate, where Republi­
cans gained seats but remain in the 
minority. “We hope that they will 
pivot in a different direction.”
Known for his steady —  even 
detached —  demeanor, Obama said 
he was the same man with the same 
agenda and same leadership style 
he’d always had, but Americans saw 
him differently from the way they 
did before.
“This is a growth process and 
an evolution,” he .said. “And the 
relationship that I’ve had with the 
American people is one that built 
slowly, peaked at this incredible 
high and then' during the course 
o f the last two years, as we’ve to­
gether gone through some very dif­
ficult times, has gotten rockier and 
tougher.”
He said voters liked him when 
he was first campaigning and they 
got to see him “up close and per­
sonal."
But once in the White House, he 
said, he’s been cut off jusr as other 
presidents have been. With an eye
to history, he likened his predica­
ment to midterm losses suffered by 
Ronald Reagan in 1982 and Bill 
Clinton in 1994, both of whom 
w'ent on to win re-election.
Mindful of the complaint that 
he doesn’t connect with ordinary 
people, Obama said he reads letters 
from Americans every evening but 
people didn’t know about that.
“Those letters that 1 read every 
night, some o f them just break my 
heart. ... But nobody’s filming me 
reading those letters,” he said.
He said he felt energized and 
encouraged about the country ev­
ery time he met people outside the 
White House, and that he’d get out 
more.
“Thefc are more things that we 
can do to make sure that I’m getting 
out o f here,” he said. “Getting out 
. o f here is good for me, too.”
He also said he’d talk more with 
Republicans.
“What the American people 
want is for us to mix and match 
ideas; figure out those areas where 
wc can agree on; move forward on 
those; disagree without being dis­
agreeable on those areas that we 
can’t agree on,” he said.
He said there were a “whole 
bunch” o f areas where he could 
work with the Republicans, includ­
ing energy, federal aid to education 
and a ban on spending “earmarks.”
He also said he wa*s willing to ne­
gotiate with Republicans on whether 
to extend the Bush-era tax cuts that 
expire Dec. 31. He’s proposed mak­
ing them permanent for individuals 
who make less than $200 ,000  annu­
ally and couples who earn, less than 
$250 ,000 , and letting them expire 
for those who make more. Republi­
cans want to make them permanent 
for everyone. '
Obama acknowledged that he 
hasn’t changed the way Washing­
ton does business as he promised in 
2008.
He noted that he engaged in 
closed-door, backroom deal-making 
to get his health care bill through 
Congress, hut said it was neces­
sary and that the end justified the 
means.
“It’s an ugly mess when it comes 
to process,” he said. “That is some­
thing that really affected how people 
viewed the outcome. That is some­
thing that I regret... but I think the 
outcome was a good one.”
He .said he’d talk about repeal­
ing one small section o f the new 
law that requires small businesses to 
report to the Internal Revenue Ser­
vice. But he dismissed suggestions 
that he accept repeal o f ifie bill.
“We’d be misreading the election 
if  we thought that the American 
people want to see us for the next 
two years re-litigatc arguments that 
we had over the last two years,” he 
said.
He countered a question about 
half the voters saying Tuesday that 
they want the health care law re­
pealed. “Well, it also means one out 
o f two voters think it was the right 
thing to do.”
He resisted calls to cut spending 
back to 2008, pre-stimulus levels, 
saying he’ll oppose cuts in federal 
spending on education, energy re­
search to produce “green jobs” and 
infrastructure improvements.
“In these budget discu.ssions, the 
key is to be able to distinguish be­
tween stuff that isn’t adding to our 
growth, isn’t an investment in our 
future and those things that arc ab­
solutely ncccs.sary for us to be able 
to increase job growth in the fu­
ture," he said.
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Theatre and dance department puts modern tw ist on classic play
John McCullough
JO H N M (:CU LLO lJG H .M l% >G M A lL.C O M
In Greek, the word “antigone” means 
unbending. In the Greek tragedy “An­
tigone” by Sophocles —  which will be 
performed in the Spanos Iheatre Nov. 
18 to Nov. 20 —  that’s jusi what the 
main character Antigone had to be to 
honor her brother.
Despite a king’s demands for her 
to disgrace her deceased brother by 
denying him a proper burial, Anti­
gone acts out against her coutury’s 
tyrannical leader by burving and 
mourning her brother.
Ihe storv is a tale about two 
brothers pitted against each other in 
war. It is a stoiy about civil disobe­
dience, rebellion and the imminent 
doom that accompanies those who 
become obsessed with it.
Now, two and a hall centuries 
since the tragedy about war, society' 
and the bond.s of lamily came to 
the stage, the Cal Poly Iheatre and 
Dance Department will peiTorm a 
never-before-seen version of the play,
complete with a new twist.
Sophocles’ play has been adapted 
many times over the years. It has 
been slightly altered for language and 
its characters have sometimes been 
replaced with more modern versions 
o f their Greek predecessors.
In Gal Poly’s adaptation —  writ­
ten by A1 Schnupp, professor of the­
atre and dance at Cal Poly —  the ac­
tors will pause throughout the play 
to read letters left at the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial.
The connection between the two 
wars, Schnupp said, is with the after- 
math of war.
“In both stories questions o f hon­
or arise,” Senupp said. “Both stories 
share the idea of the state versus the 
individual, civil disobedience, fol­
lowing one’s conscience, maturity, 
lessons learned ... these are ideas ex- > 
plored in both intertwined stories.”
Schnupp first read the letters used 
at the Vietnam Memorial years ago, 
he said.
“They were so powerful, moving 
and heartfelt that 1 knew years ago, 
if the opportunity presented itself, I 
would like to use them in a perfor­
mance venue,” Schnupp said. “Later,
I make the connection of tho.se let­
ters to the dilemma around which 
Antigone’ is built. The challenge 
became this: How does one poeti­
cally, elegantly, visually give life to 
the ideas and pain expressed in the 
letters?”
One of the biggest similarities bc-
rween the two is the idea of opposing 
vicw'points.
Walter Kauffman wrote in the 
book “Tragedy and Philosophy” that 
the German philosopher Hegel said 
all o f Sophocles’ plays have one thing 
in common; a conflict o f opposing 
viewpoints. In Antigone, the main 
character is conflicted by her desire 
to honor her brother and King Gre- 
on’s lack of empathy.
Similarly, at the time Vietnam 
was happening, there was no clear 
“good” side or “bad” side. There were 
more than two opinions about the 
war on the American side alone. It 
was about conflicting ideas without 
a black and white depiction of “good 
versus evil.”
What remains constant in both 
stories is the devastating effects of 
war. Sometimes it places brother 
fighting brother as was the case in 
‘Antigone.’ The letters that Cal Poly’s 
students will be reading depia the 
pain and sorrow felt by the loved 
ones o f those lost to war.
One Cal Poly student who will 
help narrate the story as well as per­
form some o f the letters to soldiers is 
theatre arts senior Anna Clauson.
“(The letters) are the heart- 
wrenching words of real people pay­
ing homage to their fallen brothers, 
sons, hu.sbands and fathers and they 
complement the story of Antigone’ 
beautifully,” Qauson said.
see Play, page 10
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American Indian photography exhibit comes to campus
Kelly Cooper
KEIXYCO O PER.M D @ G M A IL.CO M
In lieu ot Native American Heritage 
Month, the Cal Poly Multicultural 
Center will bring award-winning 
photographer Peggy Fontenot to the 
University Union (UU) on Monday, 
Nov. 8 to present her exhibit “Surviv­
ing Assimilation; Ihe Contemporary
Native American.”
7he exhibit, which was originally 
held at the Southwest Museum of 
the American Indian in lx>s Angeles, 
includes more chan 35 black-and- 
white film incages that Fontenot has 
collected over years as a photogra­
pher, from Black Indians to Natives 
regaining their rights on .Alcatraz 
Island.
COURTE-SY PHOTO
Photographer Peggy Fontenots exhibit —  which will be held Nov. 8 in the Uni­
versity Union —  will feature unedited photographs o f American Indians.
Ih e  wide range all falls under the 
theme of how American Indians sur­
vived as a culture despite governmen­
tal attempts at assimilation, which 
was essentially the “Americanization” 
of Indians, Fontenot said.
“dhey wanted to do away with 
the American Indian,” Fontenot said. 
“Tliey wanted everybody to fit into 
the Anglo-F.uropean culture. They 
cut our hair, they took away the 
languages, the freedom of religion. 
Quote unquote, we were savages."
A American Indian herself (part 
Potawapomi, Patawomeck and 
Cherokee), Fontenot has been pho­
tographing lor decades and showing 
her photography since 1991. She has 
won numerous awards from muse­
ums around the country, such as die 
Eiteljorg Museum in Indiana and 
Heard Museum in Arizona.
All o f Fontenots work is photo­
graphed with a film camera. She be­
lieves that film properly represents 
history —  without the Adobe Pho­
toshop efiPects and editing that seem 
to be the mainstream methods nowa­
days, Fontenot said.
“You can go back to my negatives 
and you can see that what was in my 
picture was there,” Fontenot .said. 
“To me, if you’re documenting his­
tory, the way to do it is with film so 
you know that what was in the im­
age w^ actually reality."
One image that particularly 
stands out to Fontenot is a photo­
graph she took ol a family.
“It K k i L s like an ordinary photo 
—  a snapshtit o f a lamily,” she said. 
“But this particular family had never 
been photographed belore. When 1 
brought them the photo, their re­
sponse was so ovcnvhclming. They 
didn’r touch the im.ige —  they took 
their hand and ran it on top of the 
image and they were just in aw'e see­
ing themselves lor the first time. Aes­
thetically it’s not my lavorite, but it 
was an incredible leeling.”
Another unique property ot her 
photography is the color —  or lack 
thereof.
“1 think that black and white 
lends a more seriousness to an im­
age, where color is more distracting 
to me,” Fontenot said.
Multicultural Center Diversity 
Advocate representing the Native 
American Heritage Series FPlizabeth 
Ciraham, a political science junior, 
said she’s looking forward to seeing 
the effect o f the black-and-white 
photography.
“ Ihe message w’ill be really strong," 
Graham said. “Ir’s not necessarily su­
per bright or in your face, but once 
you actually look at it, it makes you 
think about things differently.”
Graham has been setting up 
events celebrating Native American 
Heritage Month and said Fontenot’s 
exhibit would be a neat way to rep­
resent the different aspects o f Ameri­
can Indian culture.
“I thought she had a really inter­
esting tak^ on it,” she said. “Just sur­
viving assimilation in general sends 
a strong message. Even.though the 
government has tried to assimilate 
them, their culture is still strong."
Fontenot said she’s received feed­
back on her perspective on the strug­
gles o f American Indians.
“I have had so many people come 
to different events and they say.
‘Wow I never knew that,’ or ‘I never 
thought about that.’” Fontenot said.
The President o f the American In­
dian Student A.ssociarion Stephanie 
Cowherd, an English senior, will also 
attend. C'owherd .said she’s attend­
ing simply to explore her interest in 
American Indian art and culture.
“I’m mainly going just for per­
sonal enjoyment and to get to meet 
her and perhaps talk with her about 
her work and see her inHuenccs,” she 
said. “As a waiter, I gather influences 
from all around me. I’d like to see 
how I can integrate my culture more 
so into my writing.”
Cowherd said she feels Native 
Americans have little recognition on 
campus and hopes others will attend 
to attain some knowledge on the cul­
ture.
“1 believe that Native Americans 
are very underrepresented on this 
campus,” Cowherd said. “I think 
that people shouldn’t be ethnocentric 
and I think they should open up to 
different cultures.”
Although her exhibit will only be 
held for one night at Cal Poly, Fon-
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Conan O’Brien launches new show
Aaron Barnhart
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPFRS
Remember when Conan O ’Brien 
was merely the funniest redhead on 
the planet?
Now, through some weird twists 
of fate you couldn’t make up, he’s 
also the creator and producer o f a 
reality series called “Extreme Make­
over: Talk Show Edition.”
You remember the first makeover, 
the one known as “The Tonight Show 
With Conan O ’Brien.” That took 
place at Universal Studios and lasted 
all o f seven months on NBC. I he 
new makeover, known as “Conan,” is 
being put together three miles away, 
at Stage 15 on the Warner Bros. lot.
Its a smaller stage, which is just 
as well since O ’Brien is working with 
a smaller budget. And yet, thanks to 
the relentlessness o f the TBS public­
ity machine (those blimp ads!) and 
the whirlwind of publicity that ac­
companied his exit from NBC earlier 
this year, O ’Brien may actually ex­
ceed his “Tonight Show” hype when 
“Conan” launches Nov. 8.
Since his sold-out “Legally Bro- 
hibited From Being Funny on Tele­
vision” tour ended this summer, 
O ’Brien’s staff members have been 
furiously hammering and retooling 
and rewriting this latest version of 
the Conan comedy cavalcade.
“We started in July, with a com­
pletely empty box,” said executive
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producer Jeff Ross, my tour guide. 
Ro.ss has been O ’Brien’s right hand 
since 199.3, the man overseeing pro­
duction ever since O ’Brien’s tryout 
before a test audience.
Spe;iking of which, the crew was 
rapidly putting together Stage 15 in 
anticipation o f the test shows, which 
began last week. It seems odd that 
the man who has taped 3,000 pro­
grams, and was once considered the 
future o f late-night IV  by no less an 
authority than jay Leno, would still 
be working out the kinks. But look 
around and it becomes clear why 
Conan 3.0 might be in need of some 
beta testing.
Ifte new set recalibrates the rela­
tionship between host and audience. 
There are far fewer seats here than 
his Carson-e.sque “Tonight Show” 
grandstand held. About 260 guests 
will watch in a cozy, theater-in-the- 
round setting. Blue is out and orange 
is in —  not a garish Halloween hue, 
either, but something warm and mel­
low, like the embers o f a late-night 
fire. IFs fan-friendlier, and that makes 
sense. After all, O ’Brien left NBC for 
basic cable in part because he wanted 
to have an audience that was devoted 
to him more than he wanted to be 
No. I in late night.
“Our challenge was creating in­
timate space in an airport hangar,” 
said O ’Brien, still sp>orting the beard 
he grew for his concert tour. “When 
I worked on ‘Saturday Night Live,’ 
Dana Carvey had this great phrase 
—  comedy compression. You want 
to have the right space so the comedy 
can bounce off the walls. And then 
we can shoot ‘Step Up 4: Electric 
Boogaloo’ in the unu.sed space."
The other challenge was relaunch­
ing O ’Brien on a cable channel and 
a cable budget. No one is talking 
salaries, perhaps because it would 
be tacky in the.se times o f economic 
hardship, or perhaps just because it’s 
legally prohibited. But T BS didn’t 
jbecome hugely profitable by hand- 
I ing out fat paychecks.
Ross acknowledged that with 
O ’Bricti’s production company now 
bearing the financial burden of the 
show, he would look for efficiencies. 
But, he added, he knew where to 
look.
“We’ve been doing this a long 
time," he said.
Cal Poly Corporation’s 
Annual Audit has been 
completed for FY 2009-10.
Copies are available to the 
Public at the Corporation 
Administration Building 15.
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COURTESY I’HOTO
Comedian Conan O ’Brien’s new show 
will premiere Nov. 8 on TBS.
Backstage, Ross showed me one 
elegant cost-cutting solution: Instead 
of building guest dressing rooms 
from scratch, the crew tethered a few 
studio-lot trailers together, with a 
common area in the middle.
One area where O ’Brien is threat­
ening to splurge is the legal depart­
ment. A Rolling Stone article, which 
, appeared after my visit, quoted him 
as saying he planned to bring over 
as much intellectual property as he 
wanted to his T B S show —  industry 
reporters couldn’t wait to write up 
that story, with its obligatory men­
tion of the show’s Masturbating Bear 
character —  and he dared N B (' to 
sue. Ihen again, it was probably an 
entpty bluff: O ’Brien knows that 
NBC'’s soon-to-be owner, Comca.st, 
hits had amicable business dealings 
over the years with Time Warner, 
which owns TBS. ( Ihe two compa­
nies shared cable operations in Kan­
sas ('ity  and Texas.)
Among the 40 or so people on 
stage on the day o f my visit was 
jimmy Vivino, the show’s new band­
leader, taking over for Max Wein­
berg. Vivino and the other members 
o f the Basic Cable Band were stand­
ing in their places as crew members 
adjusted the lighting around them.
At a test show last week, the band 
played a new theme song. One per­
son in the audience, a self-proclaimed 
“trumpet geek,” waited to hear band 
member Mark Pender hit his trade­
mark A-above-high-C at the end of 
the theme. He’s still waiting.
But my spy also noticed one other 
important and welcome change.
“Conan was having fun,” he said.- 
“I didn’t get the sense that was the 
case during ”Ihc Tonight Show.’”
“Conan” airs at 11 p.m. F/P Mon­
day through Thursday beginning 
Nov. 8 on TBS.
Pit stop is the only stop for all 
your automotive needs.
Check out the directory on Wednesday!
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Iheatre arts freshman Torin 
Lusebrink will play the role of 
Haemon, the son of Creon. Luse- 
brink’s character is in love with 
Antigone and, like his female 
counterpart, Haemon has a rebel­
lious side to him. Lusebrink will 
also play Etcocles, the son of the 
banished King Oedipus.
“As for doing the show, I wasn’t 
sure about auditioning,” Lu.sebrink 
said. “I’m not a huge fan of acting 
in serious shows ajid I thought 
this one was extremely depressing 
after reading it. But I decided to 
audition anyway, just for the expe­
rience. Now that I’ve been doing 
this for a while, I’m really glad I 
audidoned. I forgot how good it 
feejs to do emotionally moving 
shows, especially one as powerful 
hs this one.”
Even in an environment sur­
rounded by themes o f loss and
sadness and less than eight weeks 
o f rehearsing, the actors arc having 
fun with the play, Clauson said.
“There’s 10 o f us in the ensem­
ble, and we’re always finding things 
to laugh about together,” Clairson 
said. “Above all, there’s a really great 
energy behind stage as we work to 
tell this story well.”
Clauson said .seeing the play is a 
way to give thanks to the men and 
women who died fighting.
“I view coming to see this show 
as an expression o f gratitude,” 
Clauson said. “Coming-and being 
a part o f the audience is a small way 
o f acknowledging that the men and 
women who died were real people 
who made real sacrifices. I think we 
could all use a moment outside the 
day-to-day to contemplate what it 
is to give your life for something.”
Tickets for the show can be 
purchased at the Performing Arts 
Ticket Office or online for $15 
for general admissions and $12 for 
student and senior tickets. Doors 
open at 8 p.m;
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Cirque de Soleil teams 
up w ith late king of pop
Chris Lee
LOS ANGELES TIM ES
So, maybe “Michael Jackson’s This Is 
It” wasn’t quite it after all?
The performer’s estate and Cirque 
du Soleil announced plans Wednes­
day for a Jackson-themed touring 
production, “Michael Jackson: The 
Immortal World Tour,” that is set 
to open in Montreal next October. 
The arena tour, which combines the 
performer’s choreography and music 
with the Québécois circus troupe’s 
signature acrobatics, otherworldly 
staging and aerial dancing, will travel 
to 27 cities across North America.
The writer-director o f “The Im­
mortal World Tour,” Jamie King, 
served as Madonnas creative director 
for the last dozen years, overseeing 
such projects as her 2008 “Sticky 
Sweet” tour. King previously worked 
with the King o f Pop as a backup
Presley Enterprises that launched 
this year), co-executor o f the Jackson 
estate John Branca pointed out that 
the initial idea with “The Immortal 
World Tour” was to “bring Michael 
to the fans” and create the feeling of 
his concerts in an arena setting.
“Cirque has not done a show with 
Elvis x>r the Beatles or any other his­
toric rock ‘n roll icon that has gone 
into arenas and toured North Amer­
ica or the world,” Branca said. “Ulti­
mately, there will be a separate show 
residing permanently in Las Vegas, 
dhat show is a couple o f years off.”
The announcement for “The Im­
mortal World Tour” arrives just days 
after Forbes magazine named Jack- 
son No. 1 on its Top-Earning ITead 
Celebrities list, after the singer pt>st- 
humously raked in S27*) million in 
2010.
F,xccutors o f jackson’s estate have
(M ichael Jackson) always 
wanted to do things for his fans 
that were the biggest, the best, 
and the newest.
newsroom
—  Jamie King
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Photography
continued from  page 9
tenor said she hopes to educate at^ 
tendees about an over-looked issue.
“I think that the photography 
gives me a voice chat I might not 
otherwise have,” she said. “And that 
it allows picople to look at things 
maybe from a different perspective. 
If it can spark something in some­
one and evoke change —  that’s my 
goal.”
The exhibit will be held from 
7:30 to 9 p.m. in UU 204 (Right 
Wing Chumash). Fontenot will 
begin with a short video about the 
exhibit and have a question-and- 
answer session at the end of the 
night.
You deserve 
-^a brieaK.
rnustangdaily.net
oot pt«nty to  dtatroct you 
from  thooo toxttoooka.
dancer for Jackson for two years on 
his 1992-93 Dangerous world tour.
According to King, the new show 
references every stage o f Jackson's ca­
reer, combining pop spectacle with 
the esoteric, theatrical qualities as­
sociated with such Cirque du Soleil 
shows as U, Ka and Zumanit)',
“From the moonwalk to the icon­
ic choreography we’ve seen in ‘ Tlirill- 
er’ and ‘Beat It’ and ‘Bad’ —  all his 
mini-movies and music videos —  
mix that with the world of Cirque,” 
King said in an interview. “You shake 
it and can literally turn it on its head. 
Imagine taking the moonwalk to new 
levels, to new heights. Being able to 
do the moonwalk literally as if you’re 
on the moon, all the way around the 
arena.”
Unlike such Las Vegas-based 
Cirque du Soleil productions as 
“Love” (a successful joint venture 
between the troupe and the Beatles’ 
Apple Corps that re-imagines the Fab 
Four’s music within circus-based art­
istry) and “Viva Elvis” (a Cirque show 
developed in conjunction with Elvis
not always been on the same page, 
legallv speaking, as the performer's 
immediate family. Jackson's father, 
Joe, unsuccessfullv sued to challenge 
co-executors Branca and John Mc­
Clain's administration oi the singer's 
assets. Bur according to Branca, the 
pop icon’s mother, Katherine, was on 
board with lending her son’s music 
and choreography to the joint pro­
duction that will split all profits 50- 
50 between Cirque du Soleil and the 
Jackson estate.
“Michael was a big fan o f Cirque 
and visited their offices in Mon­
treal,” said Branca. “When wc came 
to announce (the tour), we came to 
Mrs. Jackson; she was delighted and 
thrilled because she and Michael’s 
children are all Cirque fans.”
“All these ideas start from Mi­
chael,” King said. “He always wanted 
to do things for his fans that were the 
biggest, the best, the newest and the 
most unheard o f  I now have the op­
portunity and challenge to do that 
for him.”
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Lesso n s abou t the Ele cto ral College
LETTERS TO LIBERTY
Eric Baldwin is an electrical enginer­
ing senior and M ustang Daily liber­
tarian columnist.
Every four years we have a presiden­
tial election, and every presidential 
election at least one person com­
plains bitterly about that barbaric 
anachronism, the Electoral College. 
And they’re always wrong. Since I 
won’t be around to enlighten any­
one in 2012, I’m going to do so now,^  
when nobody cares.
The Electoral College is a group 
of people selected by the states that 
decide who becomes the next presi­
dent. There is a little more that goes 
on, especially when no candidate has 
a majority, but that’s basically it. F.ach 
state produces a number o f electors 
equal in number to its members in 
Congress —  two from the Senate, 
and anywhere from 1 to 53 from the 
House o f Representatives. There is 
no Constitutional requirement for 
a popular vote; instead, the electors 
are chosen by each state as the legis­
lature o f that state specifies (Article 
II, Section I o f the Constitution, 
modified by the 12th Amendment). 
Every state legislature has chosen to 
appoint electors to reflect a statewide 
popular vote, but they didn’t have to 
do so.
There is only an approximate cor­
respondence between electors and 
population, the electoral decision 
occasionally contradicts the national 
popular vote —  this happened most 
recently in the 2000 race between 
Bu.sh and Cíorc. Among all the other 
issues and conflicts of the time, a 
number of people pointed out that 
the situation made no .sense; if the 
election wa.s supposed to reflect the 
will o f the people, but didn’t, it was 
broken. The only rational solution
was to abolish the Electoral College 
and appoint the president by a na­
tional popular vote. The Electoral 
College, they said, was a dangerous 
anachronism.
Whether or not the Electoral 
College is an anachronism depends 
a great deal on how the government 
ought to be formed. This argument 
over the College is only the latest ex­
pression o f a conflict that has been 
fought since before the Constitution 
was even fully written. Simply put, 
should the United States be national 
or federal?
Our first government after inde­
pendence was the Continental Con­
gress, formed around the Articles 
o f Confederation. It was a federal 
system and 13 newly-indcpendent 
states met together to address their 
problems and work for a mutually- 
beneficial future. Each state was 
separate and sovereign, and they con­
vened as equals.
As a result o f the member states 
being sovereign. Congress had very 
limited authority to enforce its deci­
sions and the federation grew weaker 
and more factious. A convention was 
held to discuss how the Articles o f 
Confederation could be strength­
ened, but it instead produced an 
alternate blueprint for government, 
the U.S. Constitution. Many o f the 
delegates to the convention believed 
that political survival could only be 
ensured by combining the sovereign 
states into a single, unified nation, 
while others stood by the original fed­
eral model (read “The Anti-Federalist 
Papers" edited by Ralph Kctcham for 
the totally sweet transcripts). After 
months o f deliberation, the conven­
tion produced a Constitution which 
combined the pre-existing federal re­
lationship between the states with a
unified national form. The states sur­
rendered some of their sovereignty 
to the new national government and 
the United States as we know it was 
born.
This uneasy (and unstable?) com­
bination between the two ideas o f 
federalism and nationalism has been 
the source o f much growth and con­
flict in the last two-odd centuries of 
our national existence. Much blood 
and ink has been spilled, but the 
concerns o f the Anti-Federalist fac­
tion (confusingly, the Anti-Federal­
ists were more ideologically federalist 
while the Federalists were more na­
tionalist) have been increasingly con­
firmed by the United States’ progres­
sion towards monolithic nationdom.
The Electoral College was de­
signed for a country that had stron­
ger local loyalties and far greater im­
pediments to communication and 
travel. It was designed for a country 
where the central government dealt 
more directly with the individual 
states than with the individual per­
sons. Truly, a lot has changed. But it 
was also designed for a country com­
posed o f normal people.
strengthened, not weakened by a re­
newed focus on the Electoral College. 
Instead o f pretend to be involved in a 
direct national election for two can­
didates, we should involve ourselves 
in the statc-by-state selection o f 
many hundreds of individuals. This 
would have the advantages o f reduc­
ing the influence o f political parties 
since they will have to conduct lo­
cal campaigns for many individuals 
instead of national campaigns for a 
few, increasing our familiarity with 
the candidates since there will be far 
more opportunity for local and com­
munity contact, and place the deci­
sion-making power in the hands o f 
people who will be able to dedicate 
far more time and deeper concentra­
tion on the job of selecting a presi­
dential candidate than the average 
American.
One last advantage is the most 
important: by recognizing that the 
president is chosen by others wc will 
become more appropriately suspi^ 
cious o f the office and thus less in­
clined to throw demands at it for 
every sort o f political and economic 
relief —  demands which can only be
^  disimss the
E[e<^ral College wi^out
understanding its sij
canee.
—  Eric Baldwin
I.ibmarian columnist
In the Federalist Paper No. 68, 
Alexander Hamilton writes that “The 
choice o f several (the Electoral Col­
lege) to form an intermediate body 
o f electors will be much less apt to 
convulse the community with any 
extraordinary or violent movements 
than the choice o f one (the presi­
dent) who was himself to be the final 
object o f the public wishes."
We all know how wild and blood­
thirsty we become during the presi­
dential elections. National campaigns 
focus on manipulating our emotions 
and mas.saging the facts. 'The system 
is .set up to encourage shallow, hyper- 
emotional decisions in a one-day pe­
riod that directly affects the next four 
years, and indirectly affects the rest 
o f human history.
The political process would he
fulfilled, if at all, by an inappropriate 
and unbounded increase in presiden­
tial power.
The Electoral College is only an 
anachronism if the government has 
fundamentally changed. If  we believe 
that the national government should 
operate broadly on individuals, then 
the college is inappropriate —  be­
cause power is not matched with rep­
resentation. If, however, the national 
government should operate primar­
ily upon the states, then the college is 
appropriate. It all traces back to the 
debates at the birth o f the Constitu­
tion —  what is the proper form of 
government? That question has not 
yet been decided, and we should not 
dismiss the Electoral College without 
understanding its significance.
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Voters want to see commitment toward progress, peace
The frUowing editorial appeared in the Los Angeles Times on Wednesday, Nov. 3.
Presidential elections express voters’ 
candidate preferences, o f course, but 
they also capture the national mood 
—  a yearning for change, say, or for 
stability or peace. Midterm elections 
tend to be more fragmented, and the 
sentiments that animate them often 
are more diffuse. On Tuesday, the 
fates o f two candidates who excited 
“tea party” activists illustrated that 
phenomenon: Rand Paul’s libertari­
anism won over Kentucky voters, 
who voted him into office and kept 
that Senate seat in Republican hands; 
Christine O ’Donnell’s formidable 
negatives sank her in Delaware, and 
that seat stayed Democratic.
Still, there are certain generaliza­
tions that apply to most modern mid­
term elections. They have tended, in 
recent decades, to reflect voter second 
thoughts, to signal a retrenchment 
after the election o f a popular presi­
dent. Thus, in 1952, voters ended a 
generation o f Democratic control in 
Washington by electing Dwight D. 
Eisenhower and a Republican Con­
gress; two years later. Democrats re­
gained control o f Congress. In 1956, 
Eisenhower crushed Adlai Steven­
son in their rematch; two years after 
that. Democrats picked up 48 seats 
in the House and 13 in the Senate. 
Those patterns have repeated more 
recently: Bill Clinton was elected in 
1992, only to have Democrats lose 
53 House and seven Senate seats in 
1994; George W. Bush was reelected 
in 2004 and lost control o f Congress 
two years later.
Given that history, Tuesday’s re­
sults are hardly astonishing; indeed, 
they are more part o f a trend than 
an aberration. Nevertheless, they do 
reveal powerful forces at work in our 
politics today. Specifically, they re­
flect the descent from 2008 ’s hopeful 
Zeitgeist to 2010 ’s anger and bewil­
derment, emotions that found pur­
chase in many o f the biaer, partisan 
races decided Tuesday.
The change in mood is not only
understandable but predictable: No 
nation where millions want work 
but can’t find it will be a settled one. 
Unemployment today stands at 9.6 
percent, with many additional work­
ers in jobs that underemploy them; 
one result is that President Obama’s
and to the Obama Administration, 
one that may not be cause for them 
to panic but that they would be fool­
ish to ignore.
Yet it is not entirely true that this 
campaign has been overwhelmed 
by a new, angry and cohesive right
publican Sen. Olympia J. Snowe and 
California’s moderate Democrat Sen. 
Dianne Feinstcin. Indeed, for every 
conservative who imagines Obama 
as a socialist, there is a liberal who 
complains that the president is a 
closet moderate.
approval rating has plummeted from 
80 percent shortly after his inaugura­
tion to 44 percent today (though it 
is still healthy compared with the 21 
percent o f Americans who approve of 
Congress’ work).
The anxieties spurred by the re­
cession have given way to a broader 
unease, an inchoate sense that gov­
ernment is too big, too intrusive, too 
demanding. Federal deficits, enlarged 
first by the long and ill-advised war 
in Iraq and then by the efforts to 
stimulate the economy, symbolize to 
many a government detached from 
the consequences o f its policies. 3fie 
federal deficit for the fiscal year that 
ended Sept. 30 was $ 1.3 trillion. Vot­
ers are angry and are sending a sharp 
rebuke to Democratic incumbents
wing. Some incumbent Democrats, 
including California Sen. Barbara 
Boxer, appear to have escaped the 
electorate’s wrath, while Jerry Brown 
was on course to beat both money 
and national trends in his race for 
governor. The truth is that the Re­
publican Party has become a messy 
place: Tea party candidates are gen­
erating excitement but also discom­
fort within the party; the energy 
unleashed in this fall’s state and local 
contests may be destructive in 2012, 
when the presidential campaign will 
require Republicans to rally around 
a single candidate. There’s at least as 
big a philosophical divide between 
Wall Street Republicans and Ken­
tucky tea partyers as there is between, 
for example, Maine’s moderate Re-
Moreover, though Democrats 
paid the heavier price for the nation’s 
anti-incumbent sentiment in this 
election. Republicans hardly enjoy 
unqualified support. In a September 
Gallup poll, Americans were equally 
unimpressed with the two parties, 
with only 44 percent approving of 
the partie.s’ work.
I'lnie and economic growth will 
heal some of the disillusion expressed 
in this campaign. But if the midterm 
does not signal cause for Democratic 
panic, it does reflect a significant shift 
in federal power, as well as a new set 
o f responsibilities for the resurgent 
Republican Party. For two years, the 
party defined itself almost entirely in 
opposition to Obama; Republicans 
in Congress opp>osed immigration
reform, opposed climate change leg­
islation, opposed healthcare reform. 
Now that they’ve taken control o f the 
House, however, the G O P assumes a 
responsibility to govern, not just re­
sist.
If the issue is the size o f govern­
ment, then Republicans have a fresh 
opportunity to propose new restric­
tions on that government. Some 
candidates this year have suggested 
eliminating Social Security or Medi­
care. Others have railed against illegal 
immigration and argued for tougher 
border security. With their victories 
in the midterm. Republicans have 
the chance to transform those issues 
into substantive proposals and then 
to negotiate with their Democratic 
counterparts to turn them into law.
Will they? On Sunday, Repub­
lican Chairman Michael Steele 
blamed the “frustration and anger” 
expressed in this campaign on the 
gap between the promise and real­
ity o f change since Obama’s elec­
tion. Fair enough, but Steele’s re­
sponse was to hint that one o f the 
G O P ’s first acts will be to refuse to 
compromise on raising the federal 
debt ceiling, a ministerial func­
tion o f Congress that allows the 
government to continue function­
ing. As Steele well knows, rejecting 
the debt-ceiling measure is an act 
o f pure destruction: It shuts down 
federal expenditure. Medicare pay­
ments would end, as would unem­
ployment benefits. Postal workers 
would not get paid, which presum­
ably does not much concern Steele, 
but neither would soldiers, which 
might. Moreover, the notion o f us­
ing the debt ceiling as a vehicle to 
protest the size o f government is 
ludicrous from a party devoted to 
tax cuts, which deepen the federal 
debt.
Threats and bombast created 
much o f the wound to the nation’s 
politics. Hard work and a genuine 
commitment to shared progress —  
rather than ephemeral political ad­
vantage —  could begin to heal it.
Poly students should eliminate barefoot trend
Karlee Prazak is a journalism  junior. 
M ustang D aily copy editor and  sex 
columnist.
There is an epidemic sweeping the 
Cal Poly campus. It isn’t going to 
get you sick and it isn’t life chang­
ing, but it is contagious.
The trend to walk barefoot is 
growing.
Personally, I don’t understand 
why people are not wearing shoes 
around campus these days. It used 
to be an occasional occurrence to 
see peers traveling around campus 
shoeless. A phenomenon which 
would be dismissed with a shake of 
the head and chalked up to a ran­
dom event most likely spread on 
Facebook. However, today students- 
sans-shoes can be seen stomping 
around campus.
This recent influx baffles me. It 
sounds utterly disgusting to walk 
around campus without proper 
shoes. College students aren’t known 
to be the most sanitary people a.«; it
is, SO to walk around a campus bare- Cal Poly’s campus could lend peo- 
foot is an interesting choice -  al- pie to believe otherwise. As “green" 
though it is probably cleaner than a as we are, there is still trash litter-
fraternity house. Even the students ing the campus which unsuspect­
living in the dorms wear shoes to the ing bare feet will inevitably trample 
bathrooms and 
showers. There 
are more diseas­
es manifesting 
on the grounds 
around a college 
campus than in 
a scientific re­
search laborato­
ry (this might be 
an exaggeration, 
but you get my 
point). The rea­
son we get medi­
cal shots, wear
first-aid kits, so 1 wonder what they 
plan on doing if an inevitable gash 
occurs on the way to class.
The sporting o f footwear is just 
a preventative measure humans 
have been taking for 
__________  centuries now. From
a h Í L .
W e ju st settin g  th em ­
selves up to  expose th e ir b<l 
ies to  u n san itary
—  Karlee Prazak
journali.<im junior
clothing and bathe is to prevent 
contracting diseases. The no-shoe- 
wearing “free souls” are just setting 
themselves up to expose their bodies 
to unsanitary situations.
While the students around here 
may be “green," the trash littering
over. The large amount o f foreign 
objects such as disregarded cigarette 
butts, papers, various sharp objects 
(most likely from a student proj­
ect) and construction equipment 
around campus can’t be safe. I don’t 
see these people carrying around
a young age we are 
taught “safety first,” 
so college students 
should suck it up, 
slide into some shoes 
and stop dismissing 
this age-old euphe­
mism.
m s .  We aren’t limited in
the style or color avail­
able so what’s happen- 
" ing to their soles? For 
those who long to be 
at the beach, there are sandals that 
range in style from thongs to gladi­
ators to flip-flops to Birkenstocks. 
There are sneakers such as athletic 
running shoes, laid back brands like 
Vans, Converse arrd the now-popu­
lar Toms and high-tops from brands
like Nike and Adidas for those seek­
ing more full-foot coverage. Finally, 
there are boots which can be worn 
to combat the elements and provide 
protection at work —  they arc defi­
nitely not just for women. Types o f 
boots include Ugg-stylc, cowboy, 
rain, thigh-high and steel-toe. I 
didn’t even touch the tip o f the ice­
berg in what I have listed here.
Therefore, I am putting my foot 
down —  in my shoe.
People should take into^considcr- 
ation the sanitation and protection 
footwear offers before leaving their 
residence sans shoes which have 
proven to be stylish as well. And if 
they still can’t manage to squeeze 
their sausages into the constraints o f 
traditional footwear, I suggest look­
ing into Vibram Five Fingers. These 
“non-shoes” arc meant to stimulate 
the feeling of being barefoot while 
still protecting feet from the dangers 
o f the outside world.
It’s obvious sanitation logic —  
just wear shoes.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
Come join the brand new 
Diabetes Club on campus!
Our goals are to gain 
knowledge and support, 
raise awareness, educate 
our community about dia­
betes, and HAVE FUN I 
Our next meeting will be 
held this Thursday, 
November 4, 2010 at 6pm 
in the Library, Room 216 K. 
Hope to see you there!
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Student Accountin<j Assistant, 
Office of Conference «md Event Planninq: I
Great opportunity to be involved with daily accounting and 
business operations in the Office of Conference and Event 
Planning. Looking for student interested in a long-term  posi­
tion; the position is part time during academic year, full-tim e  
(40 hours/week) in summer.
Experience in the accounting field and/or accounting classes 
preferred, but not required.
The student Accounting Assistant position is available now,
open until filled. $8.75-$9.50 an hour, depending on experi­
ence. Paid training is provided.
To be considered for this position, a completed application and 
resume must be submitted to the Office of Conference and Event 
Planning. To receive an application, call the Office of Conference 
and Event Planning at 756-7600 or stop by the CEP office, located 
in the Cerro Vista Community Center (Building 170G).
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Volleyball
continued from  page 16
ieclliig o f beating a team when they 
are playing at home and have all of 
their fans there to watch and heckle,” 
she said.
I'o counter the blue wave o f Gau­
cho fans, Stevenson said he expects 
to see a fair amount o f green in the 
stands as well.
”1 hope a lot o f people Lrom Cal 
Poly can make it down the coast,” 
Stevenson .said. “If we could have a 
nice showing, it would mean a lot.”
Mort .said playing at UC Santa 
Barbara has a different feel than oth­
er games, but she expects her team to 
handle the pressure.
Another dimension to the game 
is the fact Stevenson was an athlete 
at UC Santa Barbara when Kathy 
Gregory, his counterpart this week­
end, was a coach.
“It will be a cat-and-mouse game 
between me and coach Gregory,”
KYAN SIDARTO MUSTANG DAU.Y
Molly Pon and the rest o f the Mustangs have won three of their last four matches.
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he said. “Its always fun to go into a 
battle o f wits.”
Overall, the team is eager to.face 
UC Santa Barbara again.
“I’m really excited to play them,” 
Graven said. “1 think we have a really 
good chapee to win. It will be excit­
ing. It will be a fun match.”
A win against UCSB, which may 
be the roughest opponent left on Cal 
Poly’s schedule, would keep the Mus­
tangs in the running for a Big West 
title and increase their chances for a 
bid in the NCAA Tournament. Ste­
venson said he is cautiously optimis­
tic about both possibilities.
“If we can win the next four 
(matches), we can get into (the tour­
nament) as an at-large, but it still 
gives us a chance to win the confer­
ence if other teams stumble,” Steven­
son said.
Only two Mustangs on the team, 
Mort and middle hitter Dominique 
Olowolafe, have had the opportunity 
to play in the tournament —  but 
that was three years ago.
“Making the NCAA tournament 
my senior year means a lot to me," 
Mort said. “I came into this school 
and made it to the Sweet Sixteen my 
freshman year and to come full circle 
and do it again as a senior captain is 
my ultimate goal. I love all the girls 
on my team and it would mean a lot 
to me t6 succeed.”
Frias named Big West 
Freshman of the Year
Mustang Daily Staff Report
MUSTANC.I)A]l.YSPORTS(a>t;MAIl..(:OM
Cal Poly’s success in men’s cro.ss 
country doesn’t just extend to Big 
West championships. Cross coun­
try runner Chris I rias was named 
the Big West Conference Mens 
Freshman of the Ycir, marking the 
fourth time in six seasons a ('ai 
Poly runner has won the award.
Ihe redshirt freshman fini.shed 
in 12th place at the Big West Cross 
Country Championships at the 
UC Riverside Agriculture Course 
on Saturday. He was the second 
Mustang to finish —  second to 
senior Carl Dargitz. He ran a time 
of 24:42 on the eight-kilometer 
course.
Frias also finished 96th at the
Pre-National Invitational on Oct. 16. 
He helped the Mustangs finish 16th 
with a lime of 24:59. At the Stanford 
Invitational on Sept. 25, he helped 
the Mustangs finish eighth with a 
lime o f 2 5 :1 5.
UC Davis and UC Santa Barbara 
racked up the nu)st awards. UC LYavis’ 
Jon Peterson won the Men’s Athlete 
of the Year awaid and his coach Drew 
Wartenburg won the Men’s C'oach of 
the Ye-ar award.
UC Satita Barbara’s Amanda 
Moreno woti the Women’s Athlete 
of the Year award and her coach Pete 
l')olan won the Women’s Coach of 
the Year award.
Ihe only other award went to UC 
Irvine freshmen Colleen Lillig. She 
was named the Women’s Freshman of 
the Year.
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Women’s volleyball travels to UC Santa Barbara this weekend
J.J. Jenkins
JJJE N K IN S.M D i^ G M A n ..C O M
Ih e  Cal Poly womens volleyball 
team s (18-7, 8-4 Big West) quest for 
a Big West Conference champion­
ship became more difficult over the 
weekend, but the Mustangs are still 
in the title hunt as they head to Santa 
Barbara to play UC Santa Barbara 
(14-11,  8-4) on Saturday night.
After a four-set win at Long Beach 
State last Friday, the team was within 
striking distance of the top spot in the 
conference. The next night. Cal Poly 
won the first set in its match against 
Big West-leader Cal State Fullerton, 
getting the team off to a fast start. 
However, the Titans responded by 
winning the next three games and, 
consequently, the match.
“Nothing was really connecting,” 
said Kristina Graven, a freshman 
middle blocker who leads the team 
in kills. “Serve, receive wasn’t there. 
Connections benveen the hitters and 
setters weren’t there. Everything was 
off.”
Cal Poly only plays one game this
weekend, but head coach Jon Ste­
venson said this one is a “must win,” 
as Cal Poly looks to avenge a loss to 
UC Santa Barbara from earlier this 
season. In that match, the Mustangs 
rallied from 0-2, forcing the match 
to a deciding fifth set. However, the 
Gauchos pulled through in the final 
set, winning 15-10.
“It was a very tough loss to lose to 
Santa Barbara, especially at home in 
front o f a big crowd,” libero Alison 
Mort said. “We are definitely moti­
vated to prove to our school and oth­
er teams that we are the better team 
in the rivalry.”
This time around the Mustangs 
will Ux)k to turn the tables on UC 
Santa Barbara.
“I think we need to come out to 
a fast start and win the first set, then 
just play our game,” Graven said.
Staying on their game will cer­
tainly involve shutting down Dana 
Vargas, the main UC Santa Barbara 
setter.
“She’s the best setter in the con­
ference,” said Stevenson, who also 
mentioned that scouting reports in
definitely m otivated to  
‘ove^o our school and other 
teams that we are the bei 
in the rivalry.
—  Alison Mort
Women’s vollevbaJI libero
RYAN SIDARTO MUSTANG DAILY
Middle blocker Jennifer Keddy leads the team with a .265 hitting percentage and is averaging 2.89 kills per set this season.
the past have simply said, “Stop Var­
gas.”
By manipulating drills to put 
more emphasis on locating the direc­
tion o f a set, Stevenson said he ex­
pects to have his team prepared by filtering out distractions 
Saturday.
But one thing Stevenson cannot 
prepare for is the atmosphere in Isla 
Vista. Graven, who will travel into 
the Thunderdome for the first time, 
said the team will have to focus on
Mort has beaten the Gauchos on 
their home court before and said she 
relishes the opportunity to do it one 
more time.
“ fhere is nothing better than the 
see Volleyball, pag e 15
Men’s soccer keeps playoff hopes alive 
with win over Cal State Fullerton
RYAN SIDARTO MUSTANG DAILY
It may be only fitting that Cal Poly’s leading toorer last season, senior David Zam ora, hit die one goal this year that could 
bdp the Cal Poly Mustangs (7 -6 -3 ,4 -3 -2  Blg\(bst) clinch a playoff spot. iCamora scored the lone goal o f the match in the 
matfh during the 47th  minute agiainst Cal State Fnlleiton (6 -1 0 -2 ,4 -5 -0 ), helping the Mustangs nab a 1-0 win in Alex G. 
Spanos Stadium Wednesday night. After struggling to find the back o f the net as much as he did last season —  Zamora boast­
ed seven goals in 2009  —  he now leads the team in goals once again after scoring Wednesday night. As a team, the Mustang* 
ontshot the Titans 23-16 . The Mustangs’ next match will be on the road against Cal State Northridge Saturday night.
